
It is the intention of the English Department to 
introduce BRHS students to classic literature and 
celebrated contemporary authors. For each grade 

level, at least one novel is designated for summer 
reading: two novels are designated for most honors 
classes. Furthermore, the Brother Rice English cur-
riculum incorporates the following: literary analysis 
and interpretation, vocabulary, grammar, the MLA 
format for essays and research papers, presentation 
skills, discussion, and independent reading.

The following courses are offered by the English Department:

English I:  Systematic study of the various literary genres and 
comprehensive program in grammar, composition, vocabulary and 
independent reading

English II: Survey of 
American Literature and continued work in grammar, 
composition, vocabulary and independent reading

English III: Survey of British Literature and its infl uence 
on Western thought. Includes advanced work in compo-
sition and vocabulary including research paper and prac-
tice ACT/SAT tests

English IV: Contemporary Literature and Expository 
Writing in the form of in-class and out-of-class literary 
analysis and critical essays.  Includes short stories, novels, 
and dramas; close reading exercises, outlines, summaries, 
and annotated bibliographies

Journalism/Newspaper: Students learn both journalis-
tic writing and desktop publishing while producing the 
Chieftain.

Journalism/Yearbook:  Students learn the principles of 
page design, copywriting, 
digital photography, and 
online production of the 
Quest. 

English Department
Faculty belong to:

• NCEA (National 
Catholic Educational 
Association)

• NCTE (National 
Council of Teachers of 
English)

English Donna Johnson,  
English Department Chair

Started at Rice: 2001
BA in English from 

Siena Heights University
Minor in Spanish

Graduate work in Reading Instruction
Graduate work in International Business 
and Language at MSU, U of  M, Eastern, 

University of  Toledo
Additional Undergrad Study at 

University of  Madrid
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Christopher Kase

Started at Rice: 1995
BA in English from Oakland University

Minor in Spanish
MA in Education from 
Wayne State University

Early Bird Study Skills Program Director

Br. Arthur Arndt, CFC

Started at Rice: 1994
BA in English from Iona College, New 

Rochelle, NY
MA in Theology from 

Manhattan College, Bronx, NY
MA in Private School Administration from 

the University of  San Francisco

Gina Giordano

Started at Rice: 2006
BS in English Education from 

Huntington University, IN
Minor in Communications & Theater

Graduate work in Secondary 
Education at Madonna

DCFL Forensic Tournament Judge

Patrick McDunn

Started at Rice: 1981
BA in History from 

John Carroll University
Graduate work in Philosophy & Theology 

at Bellarmine College
Graduate work in English at 

Oakland University

Michelle Neubauer

Started at Rice: 2008
BA in English from the 
University of  Michigan 

with Minors in Economics 
& Social Studies

MA in English from 
Oakland University

Wendy Nuss

Started at Rice: 2003
BA in English from Michigan State 
University with a Minor in History

MA Teaching/Learning from 
Madonna University

Additional Graduate Study at the 
University of  Phoenix

Colleen Olin

Started at Rice: 2009
BA in English from the 
University of  Detroit

Minor in Speech
MA in English from Oakland University

Post MA work in Anthropology and 
English at Wayne State University


