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The Highland Park Business Association (HPBA) held its 
Annual Meeting and Holiday Reception at the Inn at St. John’s.  
The event highlighted the accomplishments of the organization 
including the   Mark Hackshaw , HPBA President, said,” We be-
lieve in investing in our youth because they are the future leaders 
of Highland Park.”  

The event also provided an opportunity to honor local busi-
nesses and community leaders who help to “make Highland 
Park a better place, to live work and do business.”  This year’s 
honorees include:  Camille Walker, Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (MEDC); Louis Vinson and Clarence Stone, 
Michigan’s Cities of Promise; Debbie Fisher, Focus Hope and 
the Illegal Dumping Task Force; Dwight Thomas, Victory Lane 
Quick Oil Change; Dr. June Ridley, Highland Park City Council; 
James Quasarano, Eastown Distributors and Carlos Vicent, The 

Vicent Group.  The HPBA also presented a special Community 
Spirit Award to Dr. Ameenah Omar, former Highland Park City 
Council President and HPBA Board Member.  Although Dr. Omar 
was not able to attend the event, she did send heartfelt words of 
wisdom to our business community by HPBA member, Shelly 
Gray Graham.

The HPBA also elected  two new board members for the 2010-
2012 term – Shont’e Sisk , Charter One Bank and Carol Meyers 
from Wayne Metro Community Action Agency.  Mark Hackshaw  
was excited about the new board members and the upcoming 
year for the business community in Highland Park.  “We are 
planning  our first music festival in Highland Park, which will 
celebrate the deep musical heritage in the City for the summer of 
2010.  The new board is excited and ready to make this a great 
year for the HPBA.”

HPBA holdsAnnual Meeting and Holiday Reception

See story, page 3 

Pictured at right;
Back Row – Carol 

Meyers, Wayne Metro; 
Kim Vermander, CACU, 
Rev. V. Ricardo Thomas, 

Faith Tabernacle;  
Cheryl Sanford,
Michigan HRDI

Front Row  - Erroll 
Service, McDonald’s; 

Perrin Emanuel, HP 
Devco; Linda Terry, 

Dwight Thomas,
Annette Watts, 

Budco; Shont’e Sisk, 
Charter One Bank; 

Mark Hackshaw Pres. 
HPBA, June Ridley, HPBA. 
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Veterans Day, Wednesday November 11, 2009 in Historic Elmwood 
Cemetary. World War I & II, Korean Conflict, Vietnam

For the last 25 years, the Detroit Historical Society has honored the  
memory of members of the 102nd U.S. Colored Infantry with a Veter-
ans Day ceremony at Detroit’s historic Elmwood Cemetery.

The black Historic Sites Committee, led by Beulah Ware Hamiliton, 
conducts the ceremony. The ritual is held in Section S of the cemetery, 
where 18 members of the 102nd Colored Infantry, which fought in the 
Civil War, are buried.

The idea was inspired by visits Beulah Hamilton made to her hus-
band’s grave site shortly after his death. Her husband karl Walker Ham-
ilton, was an internationally noted historian and had guided numerous 
visits to the graves of these Civil War veterans. During visits to his 
grave, Hamilton noted that American flags were missing from the his-
toric burial site of the 102nd Infantry. To honor their legacy, she de-
cided to hold a Veteran’s Day ceremony at the grave site each year.

Highlights of the program include a fly-over by a U.S. Air Force 
fighter unit, a presentation of the American flag, a roll call for the 102nd 
Colored Infantry and the two Native Americans, the release of the two 
doves to symbolize peace for Iraq, Pakistan and the Afghanistan, the 
playing of “Taps.” There is also a mini-parade of men and women in 
period dress.

The Veterans Day ceremony is at Elmwood Cemetery, 1200 Elm-
wood St. at East Lafayette in Detroit’s Lafayette Park.

Black veterans memorial:
Detroit Historical Society hosts annual
remembrance at Elmwood Cemetery

  Event is one of hundreds 
that took  place at high 
schools worldwide

Bloomfield Hills, Mi (Decem-
ber 9, 2009) – Brother Rice 
H.S. announced its participa-
tion in the UN Foundation’s 
Global Debates program for 
their 3rd straight year in early 
November. Global Debate 
challenges high school stu-
dents from around the world 
to think critically about press-
ing global issues.  This fall 
they focused their discussions 
and actions on the intersec-
tion of poverty and climate 
change.  With the UN’s next 
round of climate negotiations 
this December in Copen-
hagen, it is more important 
than ever to mobilize a global 
push for a new international 
agreement to combat climate 
change. 

 Brother Rice participated in
Global Debates on World Poverty 

and Climate Change
  Event is one of hundreds that took  place at high schools worldwide

Brother Rice hosted a public debate on this 
critical topic, Nov.17th, at 6:00 p.m. at Brother 
Rice H.S. Media Center. Teams of two argued 
each side of the debate topic which challenges 
students to take a stand on the following:  When 
it cannot do both, the United Nations should 
prioritize poverty alleviation over combating 
climate change.  The debate was open to the 
public.  Debates were videotaped and submitted 
to the United Nations Foundation. A representa-
tive from the law firm of Miller Canfield, who 
are helping to financially sponsor a film festival 
for environmental awareness at the Burton The-
ater in Detroit. The Rice Global debate action 
team has been working on this service project, 
which was to bring Wild & Scenic on Tour to 
the Detroit area. Brother Rice brought Wild and 
Scenic, the largest environmental film festival in 
the United States, for the first time to the City of 
Detroit and its metro area. Any donations they 
received allowed Detroit school student leaders 
to attend the Festival for free. The Festival was 
held on Dec.1st in one session from 9:45AM to 
1:30PM. Among many environmental films, 
the cornerstone film was Water Front, a film 
showing the grassroots struggle of the citizens 

of Highland Park as they fought against 
water-related problems in their city. At-
tending the event, Councilman Chris 
Woodard introduced Water Front, and 
along with Water Front producer Curtis 
Smith, held a thirty minute question and 
answer session with the students about the 
film. As part of the festival, Rice Global 
debaters also collected donations to help 
Stand-Up for Kids. Another Wild and Sce-
nic Film Festival is being planned in the 
spring for the Flint area school kids.

“The Brother Rice Action team is coming 
up with creative approaches to combat 
some of the world’s biggest problems,” 
said Kaitlin Barry, Campus Outreach Di-
rector with the United Nations Foundation. 
“In order to tackle deep-rooted issues such 
as poverty and climate change, we need to 
look at them from every angle—the fresh 
perspective that each school brings is tre-
mendously valuable.  We look forward to 
the actions each student takes to implement 
real change in their communities.” 

Top; Billy Giorgio, Alex Tolksdorf, Frank Neuguebauer, Scott 
Kuschel, Nancy Lauer, Chris Woodard, Curtis Smith, Amanda 
Allen.
Bottom; Patty Giorgio, Chris Woodard and Curtis Smith




